Starting a Non-Profit is like
having a Baby
8 Questions Your Group Should Ask
Before Starting a Non-Profit
organizations. Because it requires so much dedication, we encourage
groups to think about this decision and plan. A helpful analogy is to think
decision. As the founders, you will be bringing something completely new

can be very hard and not get your group the results you hoped for.

A business entity means that it is separate from the people who created it.

means the government recognizes them as businesses that use all of their

whose mission is educational or charitable in nature. Groups applying to

about the mission and how you can accomplish

Do current leaders plan to stay involved with the group for at least three

meetings, can get more donations, etc.

Many foundations and government agencies

funding.

they make.

that the group will need a lawyer, accountant, and other professionals.

bylaws say.

group successful. Many groups spend years trying to become a nonstatus is a tool, but a group must know how to use it.

1. Adopt Bylaws. Bylaws say how your
organization should be run. Often times, it is
a good idea to include information that is only
enough policies to make decisions, but if you
follow them, a member can say you are violating

include.
At a minimum, the bylaws must include:

d.

Voting/Decision-Making Structure

Term limits = how long

Quorum = how many decision makers

e.

Membership information

g.

Dissolution policy
Dissolve

2. Identify a Board of Directors.

call this board a Governing Board, while

and At-Large Members. You will have to include the names and addresses
of people who hold these positions on the application. You will have to

state level.

information online through the Secretary
page application that you must pay a small fee to submit. Most times you
must also submit the bylaws, too. Some states, like California, also require

4. Prepare an application to submit to Internal Revenue Service.

you to correct them and the process can be much longer.

review it.
: Some times, advocates have situations where they need their

More Resources

Local libraries often have a handful of books on applying or running a non-

Autistic Self
Advocacy Network (ASAN) at info@autisticadvocacy.org

Disability Self-Advocacy

.

ASAN

The Autistic Self Advocacy Network (ASAN) is a non-profit organization run by and for autistic
people. ASAN provides support and services to individuals on the autism spectrum while
working to change public perception and combat misinformation. Our activities include public
policy advocacy, community engagement to encourage inclusion and respect for neurodiversity,
AUTISTIC SELF ADVOCACY NETWORK quality of life oriented research and the development of autistic cultural activities.
www.autisticadvocacy.org

